Introduction
Several authors have recently re-emphasized the positive interference of acetoacetate in the measurement of creatinine using the Jaff6 reaction [1] [2] [3] . On theoretical grounds, the measurement of creatinine in the presence of acetoacetate should be possible using a kinetic method [4] . In practice, however, measurements by some instruments employing a kinetic Jaff6 method suffer from marked interference by acetoacetate.
Haekel described a procedure for the measurement of creatinine in the presence of acetoacetate, utilizing the adsorption of creatinine onto Fuller's earth, and subsequent simultaneous elution and colour development with alkaline picrate [-5 and 6]. One of the variations of his procedure is that it omits a protein precipitation step [5] . In the present work, the procedure omitting a protein precipitation step has been adapted by eluting creatinine from the Fuller's earth and measuring the creatinine in the eluate using a Beckman Astra-4 analyser (Beckman RIIC Ltd, High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire HP12 3NR, UK).
Materials and methods

Apparatus
Serum creatinine measurements were performed using a Beckman Astra-4 analyser. The instrument was equipped with modules for the measurement of sodium/potassium, bicarbonate, urea, and creatinine, but during this investigation only the sodium/potassium and creatinine modules were programmed for use. The instrument was calibrated using Beckman Astra standard solutions. The practical effect of acetoacetate interference in creatinine measurement on the Astra-4 is demonstrated in table 3, which shows the results obtained during the treatment of a patient admitted to hospital in diabetic ketoacidosis.
Reagents
The rapidity with which the Fuller's earth procedure can be performed makes in suitable to emergency investigations. For convenience, the Fuller's earth reagents may be stored in 5 ml aliquots as suggested by Haeckel [5] . It is important to note that the eluate which is analysed on the Astra contains potassium at a concentration of 1.0 mol/1. This causes an increase in potassium in the following sample of l-2mmol/l due to carry-over. To combat this it is suggested that the Fuller's earth procedure samples are followed by a sample ofdeionized water on the Astra sample tray.
